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Dil, February 1005. 179 1. 


4t a MET. G of the GENERAL COMMITTEE of the 
CATHOLICS of IRELAND. 


. 


We Reſolutions and InflruBions tranſmitted from various arig 
of the Kingdom to this General W t n read, 


Rxsolvrb, That the en papers now read, con- 
taining reſolutions and inſtructions from this city, and from 


_ the principal cities and towns in Ireland, be referred to a 


Committee of eight, who ſhall report thereon to this Come. 
_ on Friday the” 18th inſtant, | 


4 2 PR” 
e * 


GENERAL COMMITTEE, 1875 February, 1991, 


EARI of incl, in the Cain. 


1 
. 


"TO That the Report of the Committee of eight, 
th ie refolutions and inftructions tranſmitted to us from 
= 


ferent parts of the kingdom, be now receiyed. : 


'T it R KEPORT:. | 
' Your Comte itteg having, in obedience to your 1 


tions, carefully peruſed the reſolutions of the Catholics of 


nd, pn that ſaid reſolutions contain the moſt une- 
; B TA be quivocal 


— — N * 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 


— — _— - 
— en _ 
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quivocal ſentiments of loyalty to our moſt gracious Sove- 
reign, George the 'Third, of love for our country, and obe- 
dience to its laws, and the moſt humble hope of being re- 
ſtored to ſome participation of its excellent conſtitution. 
That your Catholic brethren refer, with confidence, to 


the numberleſs proofs they have given of fidelity in times 


the moſt perilous, when rebellion raged in the boſom of 


Britain, and when foreign invaſion threatened pur coaſt, 


and to that alacrity with which all deſcriptions of our peo- 
ple took the oath of allegiance ; and they rely that their' 
ſcrupulous obſervance of ſuch ſacred obligation will no 
where be doubted, when it is conſidered, that if they took 


thoſe oaths required by law, they would thereby become 


entitled to all the rights of citizens... 

That, with all humility, they confide in the juſtice, li- 
berality, and wiſdom of Parliament, and the benignity of 
our molt gracious Sovereign, to relieve them from their 
degraded fituation, and no longer to ſuffer them to continue 


like ſtrangers in their native land; but thus have the glory 
of ſhewing all Europe, that in the plenitude of power, 


ſtrength, and riches of the Britiſh empire, when —— 
they grant can be imputed to any motives but thoſe of juf- 
tice and toleration; that, at ſuch a period, they deign to 


| hear and relieve their oppreſſed and faithful ſubjects, and 


to unite them for ever to their country, by every tye of 
gratitude and intereſt; and that they will ſhew to all Eu- 
rope, that humble and peaceful conduct, and dutiful ap- 
plication, are the only true and eſſectual methods for good 
ſubjects to obtain relief from a wiſe and good Government. 


That our Catholic Brethren therefore deſire, that appli- 


cation may be made for ſuch relief as the wiſdom and juſ- 


tice of Parliament may grant; and they hope to be reſtoręd, 
at leaſt, to ſome of the rights and privileges which have 


been wiſely granted to others who diſſent from the eſta- 
bliſhed church; that they may be thus enabled to promote, 
in conjunction with the reſt of their fellow ſubjects, the 


preſent and future happineſs and ſtrength of their coun- 
= | a 


That our ſaid Catholic Brethren direct, that ſuch appli- 
cations be immediately made, and continued, in the moſt 
ſubmiſſive and conſtitutional manner, for a mitigation of 


bour. 


Reſolved, 


che reſtrictions and diſqualifications under which they la- 


_ rity 


That yout Petitioriers beg leave humbly to fiiggeſt to this 


us 4 & 


x Reſolved, That this meeting do agree with, and ad ot 5 


the report of their Committee; and that a Committee of 


twelve be appointed to carry the ſame into execution. 

In obedience to the above reſolution, the following peti- 
tion was prepared, though not preſented, to Parliament, 
for the reaſons mentioned in the annexed report. 


| 3 5 8 "Oe 


T the RIGHT HON. and HON. ze KNIGHTS, CITI: 


ZENs, and BURGESSES, in Parliament aſſembled, 
The Humble Petition of the Catholics of Ireland 


| SHEWETH, | 


That a century has now nearly elapſed ſince ſeveral laws, 
highly penal in — effect, were paſſed by the Legiſlature 
of this country, excluding the Catholic inhabitants thereof 
from numberleſs privileges and advantages enjoyed by the 
eſt of their fellow- ſubjects. | | 

That whilſt the n thoſe laws were felt in 
their ſevereſt operation, the loyalty of the Catholics of Ire- 
land was unſhaken, and their conduct uniformly marked 


with that reſpect and ſubmiſſion due to legiſlative autho- 


| honourable houſe, that the laws of which they complain 
were paſſed in a ſeaſon of animoſity, at the cloſe of party 


contention, and as the penalty of political opinions, which 
it is univerſally admitted do not at this day exiſt ; that they 
were 7 as having been deemed neceſſary to ſecure 

on in the auguſt Houſe of Brunſwick, to which 


the ſucce 
none of their fellow-ſubjects are more warmly attached. 


That every danger to that ſucceſſion is now removed, and 


that even if it were otherwiſe, they have lately bound them- 
ſelves to their beloved Sovereign, and their country, by the 
moſt awful and ſacred obligation; an obligation to which 
your Petitioners refer with the greater confidence, as if 
oaths were lightly eſtimated by Catholics, they might long 
ſince have entitled themſelves to the full rights of citizens. 


That ſome years ſince, the Parliament of this kingdom 


was, in its wiſdom and humanity, pleaſed to remove part 
of the reſtrictions under which your Petitioners lay; and 


1 a that 
0 g . 


nous, — — A — 


| | 6 4 3 
that this indulgence, far ſrom producing any ill effects, has 
only ſerved to {lrengthen the loyalty of your Petitioners, and 
| contribute to the growing proſperity of the empire. 
That by the laws ſtill in force, the Catholics of Ireland, 
| though entitled through the benevolence of Parliament to 
purchaſe lands, are precluded from almoſt every opportu- 
nity of improving the natural advantages of talents and con- 
| nexions; and that when inclination, or any other circum- 
| ſtance, has diſqualified them from commercial purſuits, 
q they are under the cruel neceſſity of becoming exiles from 
| 


5 h 
— 


their families and country, and ſeeking that ſituation in fo- 

reign ſtates which is denied them in their native land. 

þ That your Petitioners feel a conſcious pride in being able 

to offer their paſt, as a pledge of their future goed conduct, 

| and humbly beg leave to inſiſt, that men ſincerely and 

| _ - warmly attached to the- conſtitution of their country, even 

| when they were the objects of its cenſure and ſeverity, are 
not likely to become lefs anxious far its preſervation from 
being admitted to a fuller participation of its bleſſings. | 

| Your Petitioners, therefore, humbjy: pray, that this ho- 

| nourable houſe will take the premiſes into conſideration, 

and grant to your Petitioners ſuch relief as to its wifdom, | 

1 * and humanity ſhall ſcem meet. 


* 


And ' Jour Petitioners will ever Preh. 


It is neceſſary to obſcrve, that when the Catholics of Ircland had re- 
ſolved to petition Parliament, they appointed twelve gentlemen” to take 
without delay, ſuch ſteps as they ſhould deem expedient for that purpoſe, 
"Theſe genticmen accepted the trult ; but after having repeatedly met, two 
{| : of them differed in opinion, with regard to the propriety of coming ſor- | 
li ward at alis prefect feried, and declined complying with the direction which 
„ they had received. 
4 From a deſire of procuring unanimity, it was thought prudent to ſubmit 
| the ſubject again to the conſideration of the General Committee. At a 
| meeting convened for that purpoſe, a gentleman who declared himſelf com- 
| miſſioned by Lord Kenmare to communicate his ſentiments to the Commit- 
tee, gave notice of his Lordſhip's diſapprobation of the meaſure, and of his 
determination not to co-operate in it, although his Lordſhip had never at- 
tended at any of the meetings in which the meafure had been diſcufled, and 
the Earl of Fingal, who, on that niglit filled the chair, appeared to acqui- 
| eſce in Lord Kenmare's opinion. The reaſon, however, for laying before 
I Parliament the ſituation of the Catholics, and humbly ſoliciting a relief from 
ſiome of the ſevere reſtrictions under which they labour, appeared concluſive” 
| to the meeting, and the former reſolution of an immediate application ths. 
b Legiſlature was aguin adopted by a very great * 


r * — 
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GENERAL 


TE 4 3 
© GENERAL COMMITTEE, 4pril 1806, 1791. 


Dex1 Tuomas O'BRIEN, Es d. in the Chair, 


Reſolved, That the report of the Committee of twelve, 


appointed the 18th February laſt, be now read. 
8-0: 


* 


lu compliance with your inſtructions, the firſt object of 


the attention of your Committee was, to prepare a petition 


to Parliament, expreſſive of thoſe ſentiments of loyalty and 
ſubmiſſion to the laws of their country, ſo ſtrongly marked 


in the reſolutions tranſmitted from different parts of the 
kingdom. We were aware of the unfavourable concluſions 


which thoſe of our fellow- ſubjects whoſe minds, from poli- 


tical or religious. prejudices, were leſs prepared to meet our 


wiſhes, muſt naturally draw from the diſunion of any of 


our members, however ſmall their numbers might be, or 
inconſiderable their conſequence, when compared with that 
of the Catholic body at large. Anxious to obviate this in- 
convenience, we endeayoured, by every meaſure not incon- 
ſiſtent with the line of conduct pointed out to us by this 
General Committee, to procur2 the co-operation of the 
two noble Lords. PEN OY | | 

For this purpoſe rig Committee employed the media- 
tion of our reſpectable prelate, whoſe virtues and amiable 
character entitled him to the confidence of all parties; and 
with gratitude they acknowledge the kindneſs of his prompt 
and zealous, though ineffectual, interference. 

After conſumyng a conſiderable time in ſruitleſs negoci- 
ations, your Committee directed Mr. Edward Byrne tp ac- 
quaint Mr. Secretary Hobart of the intention of the Catho- 
lies, and to requeſt to know when it would be agreeable to 


him to be waited upon by a deputation from that body, for 


the purpoſe of laying before him a copy of the petition, 

and ſoliciting the ſupport of Government on thcir behalf. 
Upon receiving Mr. Secretary Hobart's anſwer, your 
Committee, {till deſirous to conciliate, informed the Earl 
of Fingal, and Lord Viſcount Kenmare, in writing, that 
from the reſpect which they bore to their Lordihips, they 
had deputed Mr. Byrne and Mr. .Rice to rcquelt their at- 
Toe 1 np tendance 
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tendance at the Caſtle. This letter was forwarded by Mr. 
Byrne, and accompanied with a note, acquainting their 
Lordſhips that theſe gentlemen would wait on them at their 
reſpective houſes on the following morning. 


We are ſorry to be obliged to obſerve, that theſe uncom- 
mon marks of deference and reſpectful attention, far from 
aining on the mind of the noble Viſcount, ſeemed to ren- 
Or him more averſe to conciliating meaſures. He ſuffered 
the two gentlemen to come to his houſe at the appointed 
hour, and even there refuſed to 'ſee them, though deputed 
in your name, and under the ſanction of your authority. Se- 
veral conferences had taken place with the Earl of Fingal, 
whoſe attachment to our cauſe was too fincere not to la- 
ment that any difference of opinion ſhould exiſt ; but hav- 
ing hitherto aCted in conjunction with Lord Kenmare, he 
declared himſelf reluQtant to join in any meaſure without 
the concurrent approbation of the noble Viſcount. Nor 
was it till ſhortly before the hour appointed by Mr. Secre- 
tary Hobart, that your Committee received information that 
the noble Lords would meet them at the Caſtle. 
In this interview with the Miniſter, we delivered, through 
the hands of the Earl of Fingal, a copy of. the petition in- 
tended to be preſented to Parliament. Here we beg leave 
to arreſt- your attention. A charge of a ſerious nature has 
been made. We are far from imputing to any particular 
perſon the indecorous aſſertions, injurious miſrepreſenta- 
tions, and unnatural triumphs, at every obſtacle that did 
ariſe to damp our exertions : had they been confined to our 
proceedings whilſt we were itrictly and literally purſuing 
your inſtructions, we ſhould have paſſed them unnoticed z 
but your Committee cannot remain ſilent under the imputa- 
tion of having trifled with your authority, and ſurpriſed the 
noble Lords, by preſenting a copy of your reſolutions with- 
out any previous communication. That ſuch a copy was 
prefented without communication, is true; but that the 
production of it was an object of indiſpenſible neceſlity z 
that by withholding it your Committee would have proved 
themſelves unworthy of your confidence, and the intereſt 
of the Catholic cauſe receive an irreparable injury, is equal- 


ly true. It is {till freſh in your recollection, that on the 


laſt night of the general meeting, one Nobleman, in perſon, 
and the other through the mouth of a gentleman, who de- 
clared himſelf authoriſed to ſpeak in his name, refuſed to 
coincide in your meaſures. You have alſo been informed 


of 


£423 


of the repeated and unſucceſsful attempts that were made 
to prevail on them to ſacrifice their private ſentiments to the 
general opinion of their fellow-ſufferers, Thus deprived of 
the countenance of thoſe who were in the habit of addreſ- 
ſing Adminiſtration in the name of the Catholics, it became 


incumbent on your Committee to produce ſome authentic 


document, to ſhew that in preſenting themſelves before his 
Majeſty's Miniſters, they were not an obtruding, ſelf- created 
Deputation, nor even the Delegates of a numerous body of 
Catholics afſembled in the metropo'is, but that they were 
authoriſed to act on behalf, and that their language was the 
language of their brethren through the kingdom. The de- 

termination of the noble Lords to meet your Committee at 
the Caſtle, rendered this expedient unneceſſary. They, 
however, deemed it not unadviſeable to carry with them a 


eopy of your reſolutions, in caſe any unforeſeen circum- 


ſtance ſhould call on them to make uſe of it. The event 
fully juſtified their caution. After their Chairman had in- 
formed Mr. Secretary Hobart of the purpoſe of this Depu- 
tation, your Committee, with equal aſtoniſhment and re- 
gret, heard the noble Viſcount declare, in the name of the 
Catholics, intentions, different from what they had reſolu- 


ed upon, and from what your Committee; in conſequence ' 


of your reſolution, had communicated to the Minifter in 
writing. What views could have induced the noble Lord 
to make ſuch a declaration, it is diſficult to conjecture. 
Had not your Committee adopted the expedient alluded to, 
they would have been reduced to the alternative of entering, 
before Mr. Secretary Hobart, into a diſcuſſion equally un- 
pleaſant in itſelf, and injurious in its confequences z or of 
ſuffering the miſtatement of an individual, to obſtruct the 
wiſhes of the entire Catholic body. By preſenting the Copy 
of your Reſolutions they were relieved, to their complete 
ſatisfaction, from the effects of ſo ſerious a miſtake. 
© Your Committee having thus eluded the imprudence of 
the noble Lord, had ſtill the mortification to find him coun- 
teracting their meaſures; for on the day following their in- 
terview with the Miniſter, he wrote to the Secretary to 
diſavow thoſe Reſolutions, which he had not then read, 


and which had received the approbation of two General 


Committees, at each of which the Earl of Fingal had pre- 
ſided, Your Committee, with deference, ſubmit how ir- 
regular and unwarrantable it is in any individual, who has 


declined joining in your deliberations, to take upon himſelf 


to 


_—— 


(8) 


to condemn, even obliquely, proceedings, with the nature 
of which, from his own indifference, or negleQt, he muſt 


be totally unacquainted. 


An immediate application to Predhament next en 
the attention of your Committee. They addreſſed them- 
ſelyes to ſcveral Perſons high in rank and conſequence, 
equally reſpected by Adminiſtration, and endeared to their 
fellow - ſubjects, by their private and public virtues. Your | 
Committee are happy to mform you, that every member of 
the Legiſlature: to whom the intentions of the Catholics were 
made known, approved, in the moſt unqualified terme, of 
the moderate and conſtitutional ſteps they had reſolved to 
purſue, and expreſſed the fulleſt cervittion of tlicir loyalty, 
and of the claim which an uniform good conduct had given 
them to the liberzlity of Parliament. - From the advanced 
period, however, of the ſeſſion; from the difficulty of 
communicating, in fo ſhort a time, with their reſpective 
political connexions, or of beſtowing on the ſubject that. 


attention which its importance required, your ſincereſt well- 


wiſhers recommended to your Committee to poſtpone the 
intended application. 

Satisfied, that by the public diſcuſſion of your ſituation, 
the end had been in a great meaſure attained, for which 
youwiſhed that the petition had been preſented this ſeſ- 
fon, your Committee thought it prudent to comply with 
the advice of their friends; and as a further mark of their 


| reſpect to Government, they gave immediate information 


of their intention to Mr. Secretary Hobart. 

Under theſe circumſtances, your Committee beg leave to 
reſign into your hands the truſt which you had delegated to 
their care, with an humble hope that their exertions may 
prove not unacceptable, They mention to you, with plea- 
jure, the happy impreſhon which has been made on the 
minds of your fellow- ſubjects, by that ſpirit of moderation 
which has hitherto preſided over your deliberations, and di- 
reed your meaſures. The liberality of the times is favour- 
able to your efforts. The prejudices entertained againſt you 
will ſubſide in proportion as your principles and ſentiments 
are made known and diſcuſſed; and your Committee may 
venture to aſſure you, that ſubmiſſive and conſtitutional ap- 
plications are the only effectual means by which you can 
hope to obtain a mitigation of the penal laws. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given to 
pur Sub-Committee, for their attention to our 1 > 

an 


(9) 
and the zeal with which they diſcharged the truſt repoſed 
in them. _ 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Conmiltns. to 
perſevere in dutiful and ſubmiſſive applications to Parlia- . 


ment for a mitigation of the penal laws, and that a Com- 
| mittee of twenty-one be now appointed for that purpoſe, 1 


 Extraft from the Proceedings of the GENERAL CO- 
MITTEE of the CATHOLICS * Ireland; * 17th, 
179. 

EDwarD Batiew, n in the Chair. 


Rexs01.vev, that we approve of the paſt conduct of 
our Sub- Committee, and confide in their future diligence 
and zeal for making ſuch applications to the Legiſlature as 
may be deemed expedient for obtaining a further relaxation 
of the penal laws. 

Refolved, that we refer to the petition, intended to be 
preſented to Parliament in the laſt ſeſſion, as a criterion of 
our ſentiments, and that we are ready to renew our decla- 
rations of loyalty to the King, attachment to the Conſtitu- 
tion, and obedience to the * whenever the Legillature 
ſhall require it. 


On this Reſolution a divifoa was demanded. 


Randgſ| McDonnell, Eſq; Teller for the Ayes, - 90 
William Bellew, Eſa; Teller for the Noes, 17 


See page 3, for Petition of the Catholics of Ireland. 


Reſolved, that the Reſolutions unanimouſly apreed to the 
15th of November, 1782, be now again confirmed, and in- 
ſerted as part of our determinations at this meeting, and 
which are as follow: 


« Sir PATRICK BELLEw, Bart. in the Chair. 


« Reſolved, that we feel ourſelves particularly called up- 
« on to declare, that this Committee conſiſts of eve 


C © Roman 
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« Roman Catholic Nobleman and Gentleman of landed 


« property, and of other Gentlemen choſen by their fel- 
« Jow-ſubjects of that perſuaſion, in Dublin and other 
cc principal parts of the kingdom. 1 

cc Reſolved, that thus conſtituted we have, for ſeveral 
« years paſt, on all public occaſions, been the medium 
« through which the voice of the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
« land has been conveyed, and the only one competent 


RICHARD M<CORMICK, Sec. 


WI 


\ k 


Dublin, October 21ft, 1591. 


DECLARATION ef rh CATHOLIC SOCIETY of 
DUBLIN. | DE 
In the preſent enlightened and improving period of ſoci- 
ety, it is not for the Iriſo Roman Catholics alone to continue 
filent. Not accuſed of any crime; not conſcious of any 
delinquency, they ſuffer a privation of rights and conveni- 
encies, the penalty reſerved in wiſe ſtates for offences of 


_ atrocious magnitude, It does not become them, whilſt with 


liberality ever to be gratefully remembered, many deſcrip- 
tions of their fellow-citizens compaſſionate their ſituation, 
to ſeem indifferent to the defirable, and, they hope, not 
diſtant event of their emancipation. They wiſh to aſcertain 
upon what terms they n ay venture to ſettle in a country, 
which they love with the rational preference of men, not 
the ſimplicity of puerile acquieſcence. It is not for the 


Triſh Catholics, armed as their cauſe is with reaſon and juſ- 


tice, like public foes to ſeek advantage fron public cala- 
mity. They ovght to advance their claim at a time moſt 
favourable to diſcuſhon, when the condition of the Empire 


is flouriſhing and tranquil, They might ſeem culpable to 


their country, if, affecting to diſſemble what it were un- 
manly not to feel, they reſerved their pretenſions in ambuſ- 
cade to augment the perplexities of ſome critical emergency. 
They ſhould be culpable to poſterity, if they omitted to pro- 
fit of the general inclination of public ſentiment. They 


ſhould be culpable to themſelves, if they ſuffered an impu- 


tation 


3 
tation to ſubbſt, that in the extent of the Britiſh territory, 
they alone ſubmit without repining, to a mortifying and 
oppreſſive bondage, degrading to themſelves, and pernici- 
ous to their country. They conceive, that in the preſent 
ſtate of things, their ſilence might be received as evidence 

f ſuch diſpoſitions. | BR COON 
Influenced by theſe conſiderations, and inſtructed by a 
recent tranſaction, that although laws may be ſhameful and 
prepoſterous, there is no ſecurity that they ſhall not be en- 
forced ; for even in a philoſophic age there will be bigots, 
and tyrants, where the votaries of freedom are moſt ſan- 
uine—A number of Roman Catholics, reſident in Dublin, 
— formed themſelves into a Society, which they invite 
their fellow-ſufferers throughout the nation to unite with, 
which ſhall have for its object to conſider, and individu- 
ally to ſupport with all their zeal and perſonal influence, 
ſuch meaſures, not inconſiſtent with their duty to the civil 
magiſtrate, as ſhall appear likely to relieve them from the 


oppreſſions and diſqualifications impoſed in this country on 


perſons profeſſing the Roman Catholic Religion, We there- 
fore do unanimouſly reſolve, 

That we will, to the utmoſt of our power, endeavour by all 
legal and conſtitutional means to procure the repeal of the laws 
by which we are aggrieved, as Roman Catholics. . That we 
will promote repeated applications to every branch of the Legiſla- 
ture jr that purpoſe ; and aſſiſt ſuch applications by all means of 
legal influence, which it ſhall at any time be poſſible for us to 


exert. 


each individual grievance under which we ſuffer. The 
Roman Catholics ſeem preſerved in this land but as a fource of 
revenue. The whole legiſlative, the whole executive, the 
whole judicial powers of the State, are in the hands of 
men over whom they have no controul, and with whom 
they can have little intercourſe. They are prohibited to en- 
gage in any mode of induſtry from which it is poſſible to 


debar them, or which is worth the monopoly. They are 


reſtricted in the education of their children. As conſcien- 
tious men we cannot lightly abandon our Religion, as pru- 
dent men we heſitate to engage in controverſial ſtudy; the 


wiſeſt have been bewildered in fuch purſuits, and they are 


for the moſt part incompatible with our neceſſary occupa- 


tions. Nor is there any moral advantage held out as an in- 


ducement to change our Creed. It is net pretended that 
C 2 | we 


— 


It would be tedious, it might be diſguſting, to recount 


„ 


—— — 


: 
FT 
* 
'T 
* 
' 
* 
* 
N 
« 
* 
{ 
1 1 
1 + 
* 
7 
1 
+ K 
« 
1 
" 3 
75 
1 
: 
17 
' 
$1” 
: 
* 
: 
« 
. 
17 1 
15 
1 
9 
TY ;j 
vt 
18 
+ 
x 
: . 
I 
- 
* 
I; 
| 
f E 
15 
8 
45 
* 
* 
R 
4 


—U— — — 


( 12 ) 

we ſhould become better men, or more dutiful ſubject 
but merely experimentaliſts in Religion ſeek to ratify their 
caprice by forcing us from our habits of education into the 
lexing labyrinth of theology. | 
Pech he liberty of Ireland to theſe of our communion is a calamity, 
and their misfortunes ſeem likely to increaſe, as the coun- 

try ſhall improve in proſperity and freedom. They may 
look with envy to the ſubjects of an arbitrary Monarch, and 
contraſt that government in which one great tyrant ravages 
the land, with the thouſand inferior deſpots whom at every 
inſtant they muſt encounter. They have the buſtle and 
cumberſome forms, without the advantages, of liberty. The 
octennial period, at which the delegated truſt of legiſlation 
is revoked, and his importance reſtored to the conſtituent, 
returns but to diſturb their tranquility, and revive the re- 
collection of their debaſement. All the activity, all the po- 
pular arts of electioneering canvas, enforce the idea of their 
inſignificance; they exemplify it too; witneſs the various 
preterences given by perſons of rank to, not always the moſt 
deſerving among our Proteſtant countrymen,—a preference 


nearly as detrimental to the independent Proteſtants, as to 


us! 


There exiſts not on their behalf any controul over power. — 


They have. felt the truth of this affertion, when in this age 
of toleration, even within the laſt eight years, ſeveral new 


penal ſtatutes bave been enacted againſt them. They expe- 
rience it daily, not alone in the great deliberations of the 
nation, but in the little concerns of minute diſtricts. Not 
alone in the levy of public money for, the ſervice of the State, 
but in the local impoſition of county and parochial taxes. 
We appeal to our rulers, we appeal to Ireland, we appeal 


to Europe, if we deſerve a place in ſociety, ſhould we ſeem 


willing to inſinuate that ſuch a ſituation is not ſeverely un- 
acceptable. 


We are ſatisfied that the mere repeal of the laws againſt 
us will prove but feebly beneficial, unleſs the act be ſanc- 
tioned by the concurrence of our Proteſtant brethren, and 
thoſe jealouſies removed by which the ſocial intercourſe of 
private life is interrupted. It is time we ſhould ceaſe to be 
diſtin& nations, forcibly encloſed within the limits of one 
ifland. It ſhall be a capital object of our inſtitution to en- 
courage the ſpirit of harmony, and ſentiments of affection, 
which the ties of common intereſt, and common country, 
ought, acts to have inſpired. 3 too long 


have 


$4 


have we ſuffered ourſelves to be oppoſed in rival factions ta 
each other, the ſport of thoſe who felt no . tenderneſs for 
either. Why ſhould a diverſity of ſentiment, ſo uſual 
where the matter in debate is abſtruſe or important, ſeparate 
thoſe whom heaven placed together -for mutual benefit and 
conſolation ? Objects material in their day produced hoſti- 
lity between our anceſtors. The cauſes of that diſcord have 
ceaſed to exiſt; let the enmity too periſh, Let it be the 
duty of the preſent and of future ages to prevent the recur- 
rence of ſuch unnatural and calamitous difſention—except 
in the actual diſcharge of the religious duties, which conſci- 
ence renders inevitable, we wiſh there never ſhall be found 
a trace of difference, which may poſſibly divide us into dif. 
tint communities. 5 

The ill effects of theſe reſtrictions are not confined to 
thoſe of our Religion; they extend to every individual, and 
every public body in the nation; under the weight of them, 
induſtry is depreſſed; under their influence, public ſpirit 
is enervated. IT IS THE INTEREST OF EVERY 
MAN IN IRELAND, THAT THE ENTIRE CODE 
SHOULD BE ABOLISHED. It is the intereſt of the 
Crown, as it muſt promote the general happineſs of the 
ſubjects. It is the intereſt of the great, as it will ſerve to 
tranquilize the country, and to encourage induſtry; it is 
the additional intereſt of the middle and inferior ranks, as 
it muſt impart new importance to their ſentiments, and to 
the expreſhon of their ſentiments; we call upon every order 
in the State, not alone by their benevolence and juſtice, but 
by their patriotiſm and ſelf-intereſt, to co - operate with our 
exertions. 

It adds the inſult of mockery to the misfortune of the 
Iriſh Catholics, that the number of perſons aggrieved, in 
every other inſtance an inducement' to redreſs, is a reaſon 
alledged to procraſtinate their relief, and an argument uſed 
to impoſe filence on their murmurs, ls it their act, that a 
multitude of Iriſhmen are aggregated by common grievance, 
and claſſcd in one great community of fellow-ſufferers ? 
Why accuſe them of hoſtility to the Conſtitution ? They ear- 
neſtly ſolicit to participate in its advantages. Why ſuſpect 
them of enmity to their country? They deſire entirely to 
incorporate themſelves with it, to OE cloſer ties, which 
ſhall decide the. to conſign their poſterity irrevocably to 
its boſom. We envy not its endowments to the eſtabliſhed 
Church; adverſity has inſtructed us, that all the conſola- 


tions 
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tions which our religion promiſes, are moſt faithfully and 
tenderly adminiſtered by paſtors with moderate appoint- 
ments, a free gift of gratitude to the kindeſt benefactors, 
Faſtidiouſly excluded from the Conſtitution, we can pro- 


nounce on it, but as aliens, by ſpeculation. We diſcern in 


it the means of much happineſs ; we regret that its ſymme - 


try is not complete; a chaſm Tn might be filled 
olics; 


with advantage by the Roman Cath - we have neither 
paſſion nor intereſt at variance with the order of things it 
profeſſes to eſtabliſh. We deſire only that property in our 
hands may have its natural weight, and merit in our chil- 
dren its rational encouragement. We have ſworn allegi- 
ance to our Sovereign, and the very evils we complain of 
prove how inviolable is our attachment to fuch obligations. 
We reſpect the peerage, the ornament of the ſtate, and the 
bulwark of the people; interpoſing, as we hope the Ir;/b 


Catholics will experience, mediatory good offices between 


authority and the objects of it. We ſolicit a ſhare of inte- 
reſt in the exiſtence of the commons. Do you require an 
additional teſt ? We offer one more unequivocal than a vo- 
lume of abjurations—we hope to be free, and will endeavour to 
be united. Do you require new proofs of our ſincerity ? 
We ſtood by you in the exigencies of our country. We 
extend our hands, the pledge of cordiality. Who is he that 
calls himſelf a friend to Ireland, and will ref e us? 

We feel ourſelves juſtified in this aſſociation: The period 
draws near when it will befit the Ji Catholics to ap- 
proach the Legiſlature with reſpeQful ſolicitation. It is 
meet that thofe who ſuffer ſhould confer, in order to aſcer- 
tain the means and matter of redreſs likely to prove at once 
ſatisfactory and ſucceſsful. It is infinuated that ſome of 
our Proteſtant Brethren are adverſe to our emancipation ; 
it is meet we ſhould inveſtigate the grounds of this ſtrange 
aſſertion. 'The laws that have ſeparated us from our coun- 
trymen, deſtroying our intercourſe with bodies conſtituted 
by authority, leave us no other manner to collect, or to 
convey the general ſenſe of our grievances, than this of a 
ſelf-created ſociety. We mean not to interfere with the 
harmony now happily ſubſiſting through the nation: If the 


applications on our behalf are complied with, we can never 


have an occaſion ; if rejected, we cannot have an intereſt 
to interrupt it. Engaged for the moſt part in the various 
departments of commerce, we are concerned not leſs than 
any other claſs of citizens, to cultivate the bleſſings of tran- 

| | | quility; 
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quilityz individually we have more at ſtake than ſome, who 
preſume to falſify our motives, and calumniate our actions. 
The Roman Catholic body meaſured ſtrength with the power 
of the ſtate and was vanquiſhed, when it poſſeſſed a force 
that never more can be exerted, and was oppoſed to ene- 
mies far leſs numerous than now it ſhould encounter. The 
confiſcations of that period are confirmed to the preſent oc- 
cupiers by immemorial poſſeſſion, by the utter impoſſibility 
of aſcertaining the original proprietors, by the perſonal and 


2 intereſt of almoſt every Roman Catholic in the 


nd to maintain the ſettlement. Many of our communion 
already have, and ſtill more are likely to expend, their pro- 
perty on titles derived under theſe forfeitures. It is not 
from the wealthy, attached to their preſent enjoyment, that 
commotion is to be apprehended. It is not from the in- 
duſtrious; a ſingle year of anarchy muſt prove fatal to their 
competence. It is not from the poor, a wretched band of 
ſlaves, mouldering under theſe bad laws, and only made 
uſe of to degrade the Iriſh Catholics to a rabble, when it is 
convenient to deſpiſe them. We are willing to forget 
that any beſide the preſent race ever exiſted in this iſland. 
We long have been willing to forget it, if our recollection 
were not kept alive by what we ſuffer, and by the celebra- 
tion of feſtivals, memorable only as they denote the zra 
and the events from whence we date our bondage. 

We will endeavour by temperate, but unremitting aſſi- 
duity, to procure the benefit of that conſtitution which, of 
all our fellow- ſubjects, is denied alone to thoſe of our per- 
ſuaſion. We are amenable to all the decrees of the ſtate; 
we contribute to all its ex igencies; we are {till to be inform- 
ed upon what grounds its advantages are made a monopoly 
to our excluhon.—We challenge an inveſtigation of our 
principles and conduct we feel not in ourſelves, we know 
not that there is in our brethren, a deficiency of manly 
ſpirit, of capacity or virtue, which ought to aſſign to the 
Triſh Roman Catholics an inferior rank among the creatures 
of our common Father.—lf we have a crime it is to have 
ſlept over our chains—our cauſe is the cauſe of juſtice, and 
our country.— We ſolicit counſel and aſſiſtance from all to 
whom theſe ſacred names do not preſent themſelves un- 
heeded. ASL | 

To the patronage of the lettered we peculiarly recom- 
mend ourſelves ;—where talents have ariſen among us, 
they have been compelled to {eek refuge in a foreign coun- 


try, 
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5 try, or they have periſhed in their infancy, robbed of the 


hope that animates, curtailed of the education that invige- 
rates them. We claim as of right the benefit of open trial 
and candid diſcuſſion : even amidſt the cares of legiſlating 
for an extenſive Empire, the Britiſh Senate did not refuſe 
its attention to the unfortunate exiles of Africa.—If in this 
enlightened age it is fill our doom to ſuffer, we ſubmit— 


but at leaſt let us learn what imputation of crimes can in- 


ſtigate, or what motives of expedience can account for, the 
denunciation. of that heavy judgment.—That if loyalty, 


which ſtrong temptations could never alienate ; if exemp- 
lary good conduct under the moſt trying circumſtances; if 


reverence to a conſtitution which in our native land we are 
forbidden to approach, be inſufficient to remove unjuſt af- 
perſions, and entitle us to the kindneſs and confidence of 


our brethren ; we may be at leaſt inſtructed how we ſhould 
_ atone for what we cannot deem inexpiable—The political 


errors or misfortunes of our anceſtors. 
By Order of the Society, | 
THEOBALD M«KENNA, Sxc. 


At. 4 Meeting of the CATHOLIC SOCIETY of. Dublin, 


held at DERHaM's, Eſſex-ſtreet, December 21, 1791. 


The following Reſolutions were unanimouſly agreed to : 


Reſolved, That the warmeſt thanks of this Society be, 
and are hereby given to Theobald M. Kenna, Eſq; MH. D. 
for the zeal and abilities he has manifeſted in our cauſe. 

Reſolved, That we preſent him with a Gold Medal, in 
teſtimony of our approbation of his conduct, as Secretary 
to this Society. 5 | | 

Ordered, That theſe reſolutions be publiſhed. 


THOMAS BRAUGHALL, Pazs. 


Extract 


„ 


Extra from the CON STITUTION AL INTERESTS uf 
IRELAND, with Reſpect to the POPERY LAWS. 


-* Dedication to the Right Hon. Lord Charlemont, 


Wurd a project is brought forward, profeſſing to ad- 
vance the proſperity, and more firmly to ſecure the Conſti- 
tution of Ireland, the looks and thoughts of men are natu- 
rally directed to Lord Charlemont: To a patriot nobleman 
whoſe life, his labours alike and relaxations, have been 
conſecrated to the ſervice of his country: In the field, in 
the ſenate, in the cabinet; mingling literature with arms, 
tempering politics with philoſophy z neglecting, when the 
public exigencies required it, the cultivation of an elegant- 
mind to join in military exerciſes, and ſet. the example of 
aſſiduity and ardour; returning, when the neceſſity had 
aſſed away, to encourage ſcience in the land wherein he 
had planted freedom; erecting the temple of Liberty, and 
courting every Muſe to decorate the edifice. Excuſe, my 
Lord, this intruſion ; there is a ſort of eſtabliſhed preſcrip- 
tion for ſoliciting your notice when Ireland is the object, 
and the theme is freedom; it is a price exacted for the ſitu- 
ation you are placed in, the moſt enviable a man can hold, 
loved, admired, and venerated by an entire people. 
l am aware, my Lord, that on a former occaſion, you 
did not ſeem to concur in that ſentiment, which it is the 
object of this Eſſay to impreſs and to difſeminate ;- if it 
were my deſign to flatter, I ſhould turn with a courtier's 
"precaution, from this contrariety; but relying on your 
Lordſhip's candour, I recall the ſubject, but I recall it to 
expoſtulate, not to cenſure; how ſhould I cenſure the 
man, who oppoſes to reproof the ſeven-fold ſhield of pub- 
lic virtue and private benignity ? Let it ſtand as the moſt 
ample teſtimony to your good ſenſe, that you are requeited 
to reconſider an opinion once delivered, and of your impor- 
tance in the nation, that diſcuſſing a great ſtate queſtion, it 
is my wiſh, to make your Lordſhip my firſt proſelyte. So 
deeply rooted are our antipathies, to many amongſt us, the 
very name of Popery is an abomination ; they itart at the 
moſt remote hint of indulgence to that hated people ; ſuch 
conſiderations could have never influenced Lord Charle- 
mont; when, my Lord, the authority of your great name 
| | 5 was 


Was oppoſed to the career of liberality, the intendes n 


avowed victories of Conde, to be torn from her record “. OE 5 2 


tion muſt have appeared inexpedient; I know that man 

wiſe and honourable perſons, who, like you, feel warmly 

for the rights of mankind, are induced to think the 

Roman -Catholics not prepared to receive civil liberty— 
I cannot aſſent to this doctrine, and upon this, as well 2 A 
upon other parts of the ſubject, may I indulge. my van; 
with a hope that additional lights are to be offered; 34 
ſhould I fail in impreſſing on your Lordſhip the Aide © 
for conviction, I muſt. continue to reſpect, in a virtuous | 
mind, what I am reſtrained to claſs among its foibles.” | 


dy; 
8 
t 95 . 


og Brutus fays they are ambitious : g + 
« But Brutus is an honourable man.“ NS. 


It will be, amidſt the i improvements of a fun Nee, 
that the pte, which now diſtract the country, ſhall be. 
extinguiſhed ; and the motives which at this day rndifabſe 5 In 
very honeſt men to the cauſe of the Roman i be 8 74 ; 
neglected or forgotten; the ſtream of time as it wafts to = 
poſterity the events of this important æra, will not buoꝝ up- 
the various feelings, by which individuals are actuated 5 
when at that day, my Lord, Hiſtory records your name. 
amongſt the illuſtrious wonhie, who have uſed their ak Y 
but as the inſtrument of public advantage; with the 
Hornes, the Egmonts, and the Naſſaus, or with your own. 
Rockingham and Saville ; z it will be enquired with amazes. 
ment, why the benevolent friend of mankind ſhould acqui- 
eſce in what then will appear unjuſt privation; ; the dinnte- 
reſted patriot ſhould countenance what will ſeem not cal, 8 
culated to promote his country's intereſts; on this ſide . 
alone will malignity attempt to whiſper miſrepreſentation z *. 
on this act alone will Fame be ſilent, or as ſhe extends the po | 
annals of your life, an example to future noblemen, on this 
page only will ſhe drop a tear, and ſuffer it, like the diſ- 


- 


w_ 


Fs 


* This alludes to a figure of the great Conde at Chantilly ; Fame | is re- 
preſented holding to view the hiſtory of his life, but the pages ſuppoſed to 


contain the account of thoſe victories he gained againſt his country, are re- 


preſented at his lcet, torn from the book, 
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Tue Letter of WILLIAM TODD JONES, 2%, Member of 


. Parliament for the Borough of Liſburne, to the VOLUN- 
IEERS reviewed at Belfaſt on the 12th of Fuly, 1784. 


f ©, © GENTLEMEN, : | 
4 II AVING had the honour, as exerciſing officer, of 


* 


moving your late addreſs to the Earl of Charlemont; I beg 
leave to offer a few thoughts to your conſideration on the 
__* ſentiment expreſſed in its laſt paragraph. I am induced to 
do ſo from being informed I am cenſured for introducing 
©” ,- what is deemed a delicate ſubject, to the attention of that 


_ = ſeparate from the general good, I feel no private allurement 
do take any ſtep in the narrow path of my public conduct, 
in which 1 am not preceded, or ſeconded by you. 5 

Iuhat the Catholics ought to participate in the privileges 


promote their emancipation, appear to me incontrovertible 
poſitions. For what is patriotiſm ?—lt is to conſuit for 
the happineſs of the majority of our fellow-lubjects, and to 
guard againſt a ſacrifice of the intereſts of the many to thoſe 
of the few. Hence ariſes our diſapprobation of che uſurped 
influence of the ariſtocracy ; and hence the def and duty 
to liberate the Catholics. If any man can diſpaſſionately 
reſolve that the Proteſtants, a tenth part of the inhabitants 
of this iſland, ought of right to govern, with their preſent 
deſpotic ſway, the Catholics, who are the remaining nine; 
he is both inconſiſtent and unreaſonable to demand from the 
borough.intereſt a relinquiſhment of their privileges; inaſ- 
much as he condemns in another the uſurpation he vindi- 
cates in himſelf. Both claims are founded in original in- 
+= juſtice, and both are maintained by the ſame lawleſs tenure 
+ 7.7. ,—the power of doing wrong. 
When we are told by great authorities, that a union with 
Cantholics is a dangerous expedient, we ought anxiouſly to 
OP enquire by what mode they propoſe to accompliſh a form 
of Parliament without their co-operation; and admitting 
that object to be already obtained, what plan of ſubjection 
they have arranged to reſtrict and regulate in future a body 
of men who are now competent to poſſeſs land in fee in 
unlimited extent, but who muſt nevertheleſs be ſtill con- 
fined to their preſent vaſſalage, unprivileged, unemancipated, 
3 5 D 2 | legiſlated 


11 


; IT | Irreproachable character; and becauſe, having no object 85 


of citizens —and that the friends of independence ſhould 
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legillated for and ak by others; and only. indulged, at 


the will of their lords, a precarious, unmanly, deſpicable 


exiſtence, in the boſom of their parent country I But 


without their concurrence, I believe we ſhall not obtain an 


unequivocal repreſentation of the people in parliament; and 


without their participation, we do not, I fear, deſerve to 


poſſeſs i it. 


Perhaps ſome gentlemen will reply, chat the Reform is 
not at hand; and that better than liberate, and repoſe con- 
fidence in the Catholics, affairs ought at preſent to remain 
as they are, and we ſhould await a more favourable junc- 
ture, to ſtrike off our own ſhackles, and to rivet theirs. 


But affairs cannot remain as they are. While the people 


are pondering on this ſpeculative diviſion, the controllers 
of their liberty are alert and vigilant to ſeize every oppor- 
tunity for increaſing their own emoluments, and power, 
till it may ſoon be impoſſible to eradicate either. Places of 
profit under the crown are hourly increaſing; and every 
day diſcloſes ſome new tax which is to provide for the wages 
of proſtitution ; while parliaments themſelves, inſtead of 
being checks on miniſterial depredation, have been haſten- 
ing to become the mere out-works of a court—a Roman 
ſenate in the imperial times, to afford the ſemblance of free 
government, but in reality to accompliſh the wicked ſchemes 
of every profligate junto. Our ſituation is that of a ſhip at 
ſea in a ſtorm, the harbour in view, and, with indultry, 
attainable; but the crew divided by a ridiculous feud, and 
the veſſel periſhing ſrom their want of co-operation: ' ' * 
The Catholics of Ireland challenge the page of hiſtory, 
and the living authorities of their opponents, for the evi- 
dences to prove, that zeal for their religion ever influenced 


them to ſacrifice the liberties of their country but the 
records of their misfortunes bear teſtimony. to their pa- 


triotiſm. True, indeed, licentious marauders from other 
ſnores had the hardineſs to attempt, and the addreſs to ſuc- 
ceed, in embroiling this iſland for their perfonal profit ; 
jubſtituting their private cauſe as a national object; and ſe- 
curing eſtates under the maſk of reformation. It was ne- 
ceilary they ſhould vilify the victims of their rapacity; but 
let it be our glory to obliterate the calumny. | 

Is it for the favours heaped by William on this deluded 
country, that the Catholics are to be deemed odious, becauſe 
they were Lis opponents ?—Is it for compelling James II. 
to recognize and ratify an Iriſh bill of Rights; a repeal of 


the 


Ul 
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the law of Poynings; and an abrogation of writs of error 
and appeal to Great Britain; that their children are to be 
conſidered as incapable of freedom ? Is it for adhering to the 
old conſtitution, and monarchical form of government, in 
reſiſtance to the fanatics and the uſurping Cromwell, that 
the friends of our Sovereign reject their co-operation? Or 
are they now to be caſt off with diſtruſt and jealouſy, be- 
cauſe we are ſo powerful without their aid; and have, laſt 


- winter, received ſuch teſtimonies of reſpect from that branch 
of the Legiſlature which we petitioned for a Reform, ac- 
cording to a plan from which they were excluded? 


And here, permit me to enquire what was the fate of 
that Bill of Rights—repeal of Poynings—and abrogation of 
writs of error, ſo ſpiritedly obtained by the laſt 'Catholic 
Parliament which fat in this kingdom? All theſe im- 
munities were raviſhed from us by the Revolution Parlia- 
ments of Great Britain; and tamely ſubmitted to by eve 
ſucceſſive Proteſtant Iriſh Parliament at home, till lately re- 
ſtored under the auſpices of the Volunteers. But you can- 
not require a remembrancer to recall theſe things to your 
recollection; nor arguments to enforce, that the kingdom 
which is united, can command virtuous liberty; but, di- 
vided againſt itſelf, it cannot ſtand. 

The idea of an extenſion of the Ri ght of Suffrage to Ca- 
tholics, has been denominated the — of enthuſiaſm; an 
innovation on the conſtitution z and an experiment in poli- 
tics. But is general Toleration the charaCteriſtic of irra- 
tional zeal; or an oblivion of religious diſtinctions, the teſt 
of enthuſiaſm ?—Can that be to innovate on the conſti- 
tution, which reſtores the rights of citizens to men who 
firſt created the conſtitution ; and afterwards, when impair- 
ed, laboured with ſucceſs to reſtore it Was it not more 


5 like an experiment in politics, to limit the rights of citizen- 


ſhip for a hundred years paſt to ſo very decided a minority 
of the inhabitants of this kingdom, as the Proteſtants ? 


And how has the experiment ſucceeded ?—ls even that 


minority free? No; your efforts for a reformation evince 
the galling of your fetters. 5 

Has it never occurred to the opponents of the Catholics, 
that an inattention to their intereſts, and a rejection of their 
friendſhip, may naturally create in them a diſtaſte to our 
party —and that a political Adminiſtration, by well- timed 
overtures, might poihbly induce them to declare againſt our 


projects; and to pledge themſelves to Government to coun- 


teract 
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teract a Reform? If any meaſure fo fatal couid be accom- 
pliſhed by the Oligarchy, there would be at once a declara- 
tion of nine-tenths of the people of Ireland againſt the fa- 


vourite meaſures of the Freeholders and Volunteers. 


Let it be granted that the Proteſtant army of the people 


_ reſtored the independence of the Iriſh Legiſlature, ' But 
when that demand was made on Britain, it was vehemently 


feconded by the Ariſtocracy itſelf; becauſe that body com- 
poſes the two Houſes of Parliament; and its immediate in- 


. xereſt and conſequence, therefore, was more at ſtake than 


that of the commonalty at large; who, however they might 
imagine they elected the Commons, had, in effect, very 
little concern in their returns. But what is your object 
now? it is a demand upon that very Ariſtocracy to relin- 
quiſh their aſſumed privileges, by reſtoring the right of elec- 
tion to the people; — this they have already peremptorily 
refuſed, and the denial is abetted by the Miniſter of Great 


Britain. Another ally is therefore neceſſary; and where 


will you naturally turn your eyes but towards your ſuffering 
brethren and peaceful fellow- ſubjects; who, like yourſelves, 
teel captivity, and would willingly, with you, break their 


bondage, and be free! 


Proteſtant America receives liberty by the interpoſition 
of the Catholic French; and Catholic Portugal ſelects Great 
Britain as an ally from among the kingdoms of Europe. 
And is it credible or poſſible that the fame good policy and 
mutual convenience will not aid natural affection in induc- 
ing the Iriſh Catholic to unite with his Proteſtant neigh- 
bour, in guarding the ſoil, extending the commerce, and 
preſerving the liberties of an iſland, in which both ſhall have 
an equal participation; which equally contains their deareſt 
ſtakes; and which is ſeparated by the ocean, that moſt per- 
manent boundary of nations, from an intimate union with 
any other kingdom? But no ſuch 3 opens on Ire- 
land! over whoſe devoted land the Dæmon of deſpotiſm in 
earlieſt ages pronounced, “ you ſhall ever be feudatory to 
« the nations that ſurround you; not by your inferior cour- 
« age, abilitics, or riches, but by domeſtic jealouſy, and 
„ inteſtine divißons,“ —and ſuch a prophecy we ſeem de- 
termined to fulfil, declining to embrace the only meaſure 
that ſhall at once expand us from a province to a kingdom. 
In former ages, the policy of France raiſed and cheriſhed 
inteſtine diſcoid in Britain; till the treachery was - ſeen 
through, and proſperity followed union. But we aid our 
a 1 By | enemies 
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enemies in their favourite object, and light the torch for 
our own conflagration. As the American league with 
the French monarch afforded, to men defirous of ſaving ap- 
pearances among their countrymen, but who did not fzel 
the genuine flame of liberty, a plauſible pretext to deſert 
her ſtandard; ſo might the Catholic queſtion hold out at 
- preſent a very commodious retreat. I truft there are none 

, ſuch, and I do not any where apply it; becauſe I have 
neither inclination nor intereſt to calumniate any man; and 
beeauſe I feel too high veneration for the ſtock of public 
virtue among us, raſhly to impeach or diminiſh the ſtore. 
The moſt truly virtuous are liable to prejudice; and men 
flow to be perſuaded, are moſt firm and conſtant after con- 
viction,—For myſelf, having no private views of aggran- 
dizement, preſent or remote, which I am to accompliſh by 
the aid of any parliamentary party, I mult value the coin- 
cidence of ſentiment of all individuals there, only as it ac- 
cords with my conviction and ſenſe of duty; and acting 
in the Houſe of Commons by a delegated truſt, I ſhall 
take no ſtep in ſo important an affair without the inſtruc- 
tions or concurrence of my conſtituents. But as an unam- 
bitious individual, I ſhall, with modeſt firmneſs, adhere to 
the ſentiment that d&: Amen this addreſs, though it Job 
become the moſt unpopular of opinions. 


I am, with the greateſt Reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your very faithful, humble Servant, 


WILLIAM T. A 
Lifturne, Aug. 14, 1784. 


'LIBERALITY of SENTIMENT. 
BILL or RIGHTS BATTALION. 


Ar a a meeting of part of ſaid Battalion, at Ballymoney, 
on the 24th December, 1783, the following Reſolutions 
having been unanimouſly agreed to, received the approba- 
tion of the remainder of the Battalion, at Ballycaſtle, on the 
26th December. 

Reſolved, - 
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. Reſolved, that the preſent criſis of the nation, united to 
the voice of our duty as freemen, diQate to us, and we are 
determined to purſue, ſuch a line of conduct, as, founded 
in truth, animated by firmneſs, and guided by moderation, 
is the moſt likely expedient to ſtem the torrent of corruption 
at home, and. reſiſt uſurpation from abroad. - 

Reſolved, that as public men and public meaſures ought 
always to be open to animadverſion and candid difcuſhon, 
ſo the approbation of either has reciprocally a happy ten- 
dency to awe the prefligate, and embolden the virtuous. 

Reſolved therefore, that the following Addreſs be pre- 
ſented from this Battalion, by a deputation thereof under 
arms, to the Earl of Briſtol, Lord Biſhop of Derry, for his 
truly laudable exertions in favour of the rights of mankind, 
and a parliamentary reform. | 


—_ 


To the Right Hon. the EARL of BRISTOL, Lord Biſhop 
of DERRY. A ie 


The Addreſs of the Bill of Rights Battalion. 


Mx Log, 


Having with the eye of ſilent approbation viewed your 
conduct in every ſtage of its progreſs, at the Grand National 
Convention of Volunteer Delegates, we are impelled by 
thoſe generous ſentiments that aCtuate the breaſts of Iriſh- 
men, to offer your Lordlhip this Addreſs, as a mark of our 
eſteem and gratitude. | 
| Ingratitude, my Lord, is not of Iriſh origin, though ſome 
of Hibernia's deteſted ſons, Mammon's bond ſlaves, now 
baſely ſpurn the parent, by whoſe foſtering hand they roſe. 

We ſce with indignation and concern, the treatment 
which the wile, ſpirited, and ſalutary Reſolutions of the 
Volunteer Convention have received. But, we truſt, the 
virtuous efforts of a united people, under the auſpices of 
your Lordſhip and your reſpectable colleagues, will yet 
cleanſe the Augean ſtable, the ſtalls of venality and corrup- 
tion, the effluvia of noiſome and putrid boroughs. 

The gloomy clouds of Syperfiition and Bigotry, thoſe en- 
gines of diſunion, being fled the realm, the intereſts of Ire- 
hnd can no longer ſuffer by a diver/ity of religious perſua- 
ſions. All are united in the purſuit of one great object, the 

extermination 


— 


(8 
extermination of corruption from our Conſtitution z nor 
can your Lordſhip and your virtuous coadjutors, in promo- 
ting civil and religious liberty, be deſtitute of the ſtable aid 

of all profeſſions. = | 
Permit us to aſſure you, that as Freemen, Freeholders, 

and Volunteers, our exertions to effectuate the grand work 
of reform already begun, ſhall be as ſtrenuous as the aim is 


important. And that we are, with unfeigned gratitude 
and reſpect, your Lordſhip's moſt faithful friends, 


Signed by order of the Battalion, | 
JOHN ORR, Sxc. 


In conſequence of the above Reſolutions, a deputation 
from the Battalion, conſiſting of eighty rank and file, head- 
ed by their Lieutenant Colonel, waited on his Lordſhip the 

14th inſtant, at Downhill, and preſented their Addreſs un- 


der arms, to which his Lordſhip was pleaſed to give the 
ſubſequent re ply j | 


GENTLEMEN, 

When you acknowledged the ſervices of your fellow-citi- 
zens in the County of Antrim, in the late ſtruggle for liber- 
ty, you rewarded their tels in that coin moſt valuable to 
virtuous men: And your approbation of their efforts, in 
ſome meaſure, conſoled them for want of ſucceſs. 

But when you ſtep forth from your own county to hail 
the individual of another, unknown to you but by his ho- 
neſt endeavours, and unconnected, except by that kindred 
ſpirit which ſeems now at length to pervade the whole maſs 
of citizens, and like a Promethean fire, to animate an hi- 
therto-lifeleſs lump, the ſatisfaction excited in his mind, by 
the applauſes of men, who have a right to approve what 
they dare to ſupport, can be known. only to thoſe who are 
_ conſcious of deſerving what they are fortunate enough to 

receive. „ | 2 
Where the conſcience of a patriot bears teſtimony to the 
truth of the panegyric, and the ſincerity of the panegyrilt's 
praiſes ceaſes to be adulation, they then become the whole- 
ſome food of a manly mind, and nouriſh that virtue they 
, were at firſt intended only to appro ve. ER 

But, Gentlemen, hoſe 2vho dare afſert their own rights, 

ſhould riſe above the mean policy of violating theſe of ethers. 


E There 


* 
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There is in this iſland a claſs of citizens equally *eſpeFa» 
ble, and infinitely more numerous than thoſe who have hither. 
to oppreſſed them i= _ 

Men, who have long 00 under the iron rod of ther | 
oppreſſors, not from any daſtardly inſenſibility to their ſhac- | 
les, not from any anmanly indifference to the unalienable 
rights of men, but from a pious dread of wounding od com- 
mon country through the ſides of its tyrants :— | 
| Men, in whoſe hearts beats at this inſtant as high a pulſe 

for Liberty, and throvgh whoſe veins pours a tide of as pure 
blood, and as noble too, as any that animates the proudeſt 
5 citizen in Ireland .— 

Nen, whoſe anceſtors at the hazard of their property, 

and with the loſs of their lives, obtained the firſt great Bill 

of Rights, and upon which every other mult be founded 

the Magna Charta of Ireland ;— 

Men, whoſe anceſtors in the midſt of ignorance, could 
diſcriminate between the duties of a religioniſt, and the rights 
of a citizen; and who enacted thoſe elementary and never- 
obſolete ſtatutes of Premunire, which for centuries have 
been an irrefragable monument of their ſa acity in diſtin- 
guiſhing, and their fortitude in ſevering their duty to the 

N Church of Rome from their dependence on its court. 

7 Men, the e progeny of ſuch virtuous anceſ- 
tors, who with a firmneſs worthy of our imitation, and ſtill 

MI more worthy of our gratitude, have endured thoſe very 
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outrages from heir country, which their forefathers ſpurn- 
ed at from its Sovereign ; and who, under a ſeries accu- 
mulated wrongs which would heighten the diſgrace of human 
policy, if they could be paralleled in its annals, have, with 
a fortitude as unexampled as their oppreſſion, allowed every 
thing dear to the human heart to be wrecked—except their 
religion and their patriotiſin except their acquieſcence to 
| the will of an inſcrutable God, and their affection to a 
„ miſtaken and deluded country. 

| But, Gentlemen, the hour is now come—when fount 
li; policy, as well as irreſiſtible juſtice, will compel thoſe who 
ii demand their own rights, to ſupport their claim by a reflitu- 
tion of thoſe of their fellow citizens :— 

f When Ireland muſt neceſſarily avail herſelf of her abbole 
internal force to ward off foreign encroachments, or once 
more acquieſce under thoſe encroachments, the better to 
exerciſe anew the tyranny of a part of the community over 
the dearelt and n rights of others. | 
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Jar one million of divided Proteſtants can never, in the 
ſcale of human government, be a counterpoiſe againſt 740 
million of united Catholics. But, Gentlemen of the Bill 

of Rights battalion, I appeal to yourſelves, and SUMMON 
'YOU TO CONSISTENCY. TYRANNY IS NOT GO. 
: VERNMENT, AND ALLEGIANCE 15 DUE ONLY 
4 TD PROTECTION. 


' BRISTOL, 


— 
MI I 7 es 


3 


- 


oY . 
—_— —— 


* 


ee 7 


— 
ge — * 
10 . 5 
4 3 te 


— 


— * 


— 


— — 


ay 
* 
— —m— — 


- a... + 
* 0 4 
* " - 
- 
* . 4 — > — — —— wi 
® _ — — —_— * —— ” « - N ” - — — 
— — 8 —— —ê 0” —ůůů Mai —_— SECS 4 —_ 2 
1 A — COLE <— a, 20 — - = —— r r = - Wa bong — 4 - - 7 — — 2 — —— 
= —_ 4 — — , - e og HS an £ x Y EAA 
— —— * - — = — — 8 —— — — - 


x 


* 


